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REGULAR EVENTS  

Please remember that our regular club fly is the Second 

Sunday of the Month 1-4PM at Heritage Park  16050 

Pflumm, Olathe, KS meet near Shelter 1 and fly in the field 

to the northeast of there.  As always, if a Festival or 

Demo conflicts with the event, most kite fliers will not be 

there. 

MEMBER NEWS 
 

Member Johnny Roberts continues hospitalization and recovery from brain surgery for an 
Arterio-Venous Malformation, or AVM, an abnormal collection of blood vessels.  Cards can be 
sent Johnny Roberts % Linda Stratman  307 S Fairview Ave  Liberty,  MO   
 
AKA NEWS 
 
10/05/2009 - 10/10/2009 AKA Annual Convention and Grand Nationals  Rochester, MN USA  Fuad 

Mansour Sport Complex Soccer Fields  The AKA Convention is an annual five day gathering of kite 

enthusiasts, artists, and competitors. With roughly 500 members in attendance, the Convention ranks as 

one of the largest kite gatherings in the world. 

http://www.aka.kite.org 

 

 

 

Sean Beaver PRESIDENT 
913-238-9333 

seanbeaver@hotmail.com 
Executive Board Members 

 
Terri Wible- Web  terri@themarvelgroup.com  
Ken Wible- Treasurer  ken@themarvelgroup.com  
Linda Larkey- Newsletter airhead@kc.rr.com  
Steve Batliner- Board Member sbatliner1@kc.rr.com 
Nick Piacenza- Board Member nick@piadesigns.com 
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EVENTS IN REVIEW 
 
May 8-10 2009 Kites Over Grinnell   8th Annual Kites Over Grinnell Festival Ahrens Park 
http://kitesovergrinnell.googlepages.com/ 
Wow!  Wild winds on Saturday outside with KCKC members Laurie Gilson and Steve Batliner 

giving kite flying demos 
to entertain the crowds.  
This was Laurieôs first 
time in the demo 
spotlight and she did a 
GREAT job!  Susie 
Gilson took a turn at 
announcing.   If you 
havenôt been to this 
festival you are missing 
one of the best in the 
mid-west.  Outdoor 
flying, single, sport, 
team and indoor flying at 
the same location.  
Grinnell also hosts an 
AKA indoor 
competitionðthe only 
one in the Midwest.  
Winners were:  

 
Open Individual Indoor 
Unlimited Ballet 

1. Chris Rizzuto  
2. Craig Wilson 
3. Donna Houchins 
4. Doug Hoffman 
5. Ryan Larkey 
6. Dale Bowden 

 

Craig Wilson, indoor flyer 
and KAP photographer 
flew a MEGA TRUSS, 
and flew other indoor 
kites on roller blades.  
He also displayed his 
KAP book.   
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Above, Don 
Murphy on the 
field.   
 
Left, An 
example of the 
bumpy wind 
conditions that 
plagued flyers.   
 
 
 
Kites Over 
Grinnell 
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Thursday, May 14 from 3:30-6:00 p.m.  Iola, KS Allen Community College 1801 North 
Cottonwood, Iola, Kansas 66749  Demo for Operation Safe Base, an after school program in 
Linda Larkeyôs hometown.  Sean, Stephany, Ryan and Linda went down for the demo.  Randy 
met us there for wrap up.  Low winds kept most of Seanôs kites on the ground, but we did have 
(barely) enough wind to mostly inflate the Giant Windsock.  The kids were entertained with 
Ryanôs Syncro and a Low wind Rev, bols, and tube tails on a stick.  Amazingly, for a 4 pm demo 
Iola fielded around 300-500 spectators counting in the line of traffic.  That is larger that some 
Festivals!  Safe Base brought in 250 kids that filled one whole bleacher, and the public filled the 
other bleacher along with quite a few blankets and chairs.  Below are links to the Iola Register 
and photos.   
  
http://www.iolaregister.com/Local%20News/Stories/GiantkitestoflyhereThursday.html  
 
http://www.iolaregister.com/Local%20News/Stories/Lightbreezegroundskites.html 
 

 
 

Crowds at the Iola Demo numbered around 500.  Wish we had five more MPH of wind! 

 
Above, Sean trys to coax his K State Kitty Cat into the air at the Iola Demo. 
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