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If you would like to help 
organize the annual Winter 

Party, please let us know.  

We are currently looking for 
volunteers to head up this 

committee. 
 

Remember, without your help 
and support, events will not 

be held. 

 

 
 
 

REGULAR EVENTS  

Please remember that our regular club fly is the 

Second Sunday of the Month 1-4PM at Heritage Park 

16050 Pflumm, Olathe, KS meet near Shelter 1 and fly in 

the field to the northeast of there.  As always, if a 

Festival or Demo conflicts with the event, most kite 

fliers will not be there.  

Member Updates  

John continues to recover and get stronger.  John is 

walking with a cane now, and only using the chair 

when it is a long day.  He attends PT three times a week.   

EVENTS IN REVIEW 

October 5-10 2009 AKA National Convention Rochester, 

MN 
A week of kites and kiters—all in the same room.  This is the best benefit of 

attending AKA Convention.  Here over 150 kiters gather at a banquet at the 

Grand National Convention in Rochester.  All Convention photos 
courtesy of John Gillespie 

Sean Beaver PRESIDENT 
913-238-9333 

seanbeaver@hotmail.com 
Executive Board Members 

 
Terri Wible- Web  terri@themarvelgroup.com  
Ken Wible- Treasurer  ken@themarvelgroup.com  
Linda Larkey- Newsletter airhead@kc.rr.com  
Steve Batliner- Board Member sbatliner1@kc.rr.com 
Nick Piacenza- Board Member nick@piadesigns.com 
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Kitemaker Ted Manekin gets help from a 

young spectator to carry his kite to the 

competition field.  Photo by John Gillespie 

Photo by John Gillespie 

THE STAR FARKER 

At each AKA Convention this 
kite, the Star Farker, is 
auctioned off.  Bidding is 
quite fierce as everyone tries 
to win the honor of owning 
the Star Farker.  The winner 
adds a “modification” to the 
kite and donates it back to 
the Auction next year.  This 
year the winner was Bernard 
Fourniere, an AKA member 

attending from France.   
 

LOCAL KITEMAKER COMPETES! 

Photo by Chris Ellis 

David Ellis was the only local kite flier that attended 

the Grand Nationals.  Although attendance was 

light, competition was fierce.  Dave competed in 5 

different classes of kitemaking, and won 3 prizes 

including Best Novice and Mixed Media which 

included ALL the classes of kites.  Winds were gusty 

and hard on many of the kites.  If a kite could not 

be flown for 5 minutes, or if a spar broke in the high 

winds, the kite was disqualified.  Dave’s placement 

was:    

¶ Bowed Kites—4th also won Mixed Media 

¶ Delta & Derivatives—4th—also won Novice with 

a score of 30.47 

¶ Figure Kite—Disqualified 

¶ Fighter Kites—First  

¶ Flat Kites—7th 

     31.85 was top winner, Dave’s top score was just 

1.38 from the Grand National Champion.  Dave’s 

scores for the five categories that he entered 

ranged from 30.47 to 28.03 

 

[
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All Convention photos courtesy 

of John GillespieðThanks 
John! 
During the Annual Business 

meeting AKA members elected a 
new AKA President.  Barbara 
Meyer edged out Gary Engvall a 

close 54% to 45%, with write in 
candidates taking the rest of the 
field.   
 

Dave Ellis is at the table right above!!  Convention is all about meeting people and having fun.  Photo 

by John Gillespie 
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October 11 2009 Columbia 
Missouri Joint Fly   
One Sky One World  Columbia, MO 

 

In an attempt to win Best Ground Display, Ryan 

assembled Team Larkey’s Buddy Banners into a pyramid 

grouping.  The Heimericks’ Penguins win every year. 

Ryan flys his Rev at OSOW 

 

Andy Heimericks and son Logan fly.   



November 2009 KANSAS CITY KITE CLUB            www.kckiteclub.org 

Page 5 of 12 
 

One Sky One World The mission of OSOW is to focus individuals and communities around the 

world on the needs for friendship and peace between all 

peoples and to protect the environment.  To do this the 

organizer wanted one activity that could be done 

simultaneously at many locations.  Jane Parker-Ambrose 

writes “The kite is a miraculous and universally recognized 

device which, by its interaction with people and nature, 

can touch the spirit of old and young alike. It reminds 

nearly everyone who holds the tether, subtly and simply, 

that life and our relationship to each other have more 

meaning when we can all play together in a positive way. 

Peace in the world begins with peace at home. Each 

individual, family and community must be aware of the 

problems of the world and make changes in their conduct 

and lifestyles to reclaim the earth from destruction.” This 

event began in 1985. 

Columbia One Sky One World Joint Kite Fly-- 
The idea for a united Missouri kite fly came when the 

Gateway Kite Club contacted the Kansas City Kite Club 

about a united Fun Fly.  It only made sense to meet half 

way.  Once a map was spread out it was discovered that 

Columbia was close to midway.  Columbia also had the 

added benefit of having John Grimshaw.  John is a long time 

kite flier, and, more important, a past organizer of kite 

events.  John had all the contacts needed to quickly 

organize an event.  With John’s great relationship with the Parks and Rec, our field and shelter is free, 

our advertising is done, and with the local college’s Journalism classes, we have plenty of reporters on 

the field.  Please make plans to join us the Second Sunday of October in Columbia.      

Kansas City Kite Club  
Gateway Kite Club http://web.me.com/loquacious_4ever/GatewayKites/Schedule.html 
The Columbia Kite Club - (Featuring John Grimshaw) 
The River Breezes Kite Club - (Featuring Andy Heimerich and his penguin parade) 
  

John Grimshaw acts as local 

coordinator for Columbia’s OS/OW  

Next year, Columbia is arranging a 

special guest to make the feeling 

of connectedness resonate deeper. 

They invited a kite-flier from their 

Sister City in China to attend next 

year's "One Sky, One World" 

event in Columbia, which they 

hope to extend to a two-day event.  

 

http://web.me.com/loquacious_4ever/GatewayKites/Schedule.html
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October 17, 2009 Family 
Fall Festival Pumpkin 
Fest 
BVRC Recreation Complex   

9701 West 137th Street (west 
of Antioch on 137th)  Overland 

Park, KS 66221 
Chilly weather did not deter the 

costumed kids from coming out 

for Blue Valley’s Fall Festival,  
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KCKC 

Once again, we enjoyed having you 

guys at our event and look forward to 

having you again next year. You guys 

always do an amazing job even with 

not much wind. I loved, loved, loved 

the kite races, music and display that 

you always put on. I canôt imagine not 

having you there.   

Thanks again for everything  

Have a great year!!  

Molly , Program Coordinator 

Blue Valley Recreation Commission  

 

  

and low winds did not deter the KCKC from 

participating.  The Beaver’s and the 
Larkey’s put up banners to decorate the 

fields, and kids were able to do  
many interactive events.  The KCKC 

offered Bol races, sky pole writing, and 
parachute fun. 

 
This is a really fun event.  Please make 

plans to participate next year.  As the kids 
learn what we can offer we are always in 

need of members to help supervise.  Kids 
and parents alike were disappointed in the 

low winds preventing the famed Candy 
Drops!   

 

 

Sunday October 18, 
2009 La-Vistaôs 8th 

Annual Color the Sky 
Fall Kite Festival La-

Vista Sports Complex  

Sponsored by the 

Midwest Winds 

Kitefliers Club at the 

Soccer Fields at 7346 S 

66th St. La-Vista, NE  
Noon to 5 pm.  The 

Beavers and the 
Larkeys made a 

surprise appearance to 
the Midwest Winds 

Festival.  Winds were a 
bit on the high side, 

but that just meant 
Sean could loft 5 

pounds of candy at a 
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 [Type a quote from the document or the summary of an interesting point. 

You can position the text box anywhere in the document. Use the Text Box 

Tools tab to change the formatting of the pull quote text box.] 

Sean Beaver and his uncle.  One of 

these pictured individuals attended 

their FIRST kite festival.   Can you 

guess which? 

 

  La-Vistaôs 8th Annual Color the Sky Fall Kite 
Festival La-Vista Sports Complex  

time for the candy 

drop.   
It was a lot of fun 

getting to meet 
the Omaha crew of 

kiters, and see the 
kites their 

members flew.   
After the event, our Regional Director took us 

out to dinner. 
Perfect end to a great day….Steak and 

friends!   All La Vista photos courtesy of Stephany Beaver. 
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 Sean hand flew his small Trilobite above the walkers as they rounded the final stretch.   

 Sean’s 32 foot banners framed 

Disney Radio Stage at First Down 

Randy Fox’s Banner Row at La-Vista 

 

Saturday October 24, 2009 
Kansas City Step Up for Down 
Syndrome Walk   
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 Steve flys at Kansas City Step Up for Down Syndrome Walk 

Chiefs talk to walkers. 

The KCKC joined nearly 8,000 others to 
raise funds and awareness for Down 

syndrome.  The Step Up Walk was a one-
mile walk around Arrowhead stadium.  A 

free lunch was served, and moonwalks, 
clowns, rides, music and much more 

abounded.   Winds were light right up until 

the walk, when it raised enough to gently 
loft a few lighter wind kites above the walkers. 

 
Please visit www.stepupfordownsyndromekc.org for further details.  

 
 

 
 

 
  

http://www.stepupfordownsyndromekc.org/
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October 24, 2009 INTERNATIONAL DAY OF CLIMATE  
ACTION  1-4PM 

The Kansas City Kite Club led by the Gilson 
Family flew for the International Day of 

Climate Action 

at Heritage Park 
on October 

24th. This event 
took place all 

over the world.  
Log on 350.org 

T

he KSU Mega Sock” flew proud on Saturday afternoon. The Wildcat football 

team sits on top of the Big 12 North standings and has had a great season. As 

the sock was flying over Heritage Park, the team was in Manhattan playing an 

amazing game and went on to crush Colorado 20 to 6. 

 

 

  

And Sean got this email 

this weeké..òMy son 

plays football at 

Heritage Park and I 

saw you guys out there 

this weekend. I knew it 

was you because of the 

big ugly purple K-State 

cat flying in the wind!! 

LOLéé.no, but 

seriously we do need to 

do something about all 

that KSU stufféé.canôt 

you share the love and 

get some KU kites???ò  

Molly 

mailto:les@windheaven.com
mailto:les@windheaven.com
mailto:les@windheaven.com
mailto:les@windheaven.com
mailto:les@windheaven.com
mailto:les@windheaven.com
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KCKC would like to welcome new 

member Ted.  Ted comes to KC from 

Florida, and Ted flew a Sutton 252 at 

the Heritage Park 350.org event.  Ted 

also flys sport and quad, fighter, and 

may be looking for a recruit for a pairs 

team.  Be sure to welcome Ted when 

you see him at our flys.   

to see photos of other events around the world. 
We also got to meet a new-to-the-area kiteflier, 

Ted.  Ted, welcome to Kansas City!  It was good 
to have you at this event! 

 

KCKC UPCOMING AREA EVENTS  
 
If you would like to help organize the annual Winter 

Party, please let us know.  We are currently looking 

for volunteers to head up this committee. 

 

Remember, without your help and support, events will not be held. 

 
As a reminder any member can submit an article, photo, or idea for this monthly communication tool 

the KCKC uses. We would love to have your contribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imagination is the highest kite one can fly.         Join the FUN! 

Kansas City Kite Club 
www.kckiteclub.org 

 

http://www.kckiteclub.org/

